International W.H.O. expert, Leonard Wood Memorial scientist Dr. Windser Wade (right), the Philippines, discusses interesting data map 
world distribution Hansen’s disease with Carville’s Medical Officer Charge, Dr. Gordon. 
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Leader Spotlights BCG His World’s-Eye View 


Dr. Windsor Wade (above) 
Massachusetts Yankee who graduated 
from one the South’s oldest medical 
schools, Tulane (New Orleans) and re- 
sides the Philippines, president 
the organization known the “Inter- 
national Leprosy Association” and 
editor the Association’s official pub- 
lication, quarterly called the “Inter- 
national Journal Leprosy.” These key 
positions give Dr. Wade the status 
top man the special scientific field 
which has devoted years distin- 
guished pathologist note, 
Dr. Wade’s day-by-day job the 
Leonard Wood Memorial Laboratory, 
Culion Sanitarium, Philippines, where 
continues his research 
disease, term which does not sub- 
scribe. associate medical director 
the LWM and his colleagues 
known “Prexy.” 

Following the meeting the Sixth 
International Congress Leprosy 
Madrid (Oct. 3—10, 1953) co-sponsored 
the Spanish government 
ILA, Spain’s Royal National Academy 
Medicine conferred unusual hon- 
Dr. Wade nominating him 
corresponding member. 


Vaccine Era 


the offices the Leonard Wood 
where 
Wade arrived from Madrid October 
31, spoke the New York Times 
new era the control leprosy.” 
referred experiment reported 
the Madrid Congress which evoked 
enthusiasm among the 300 delegates. 
The experiment involved the use 
tuberculosis vaccine BCG, Bacillus 
Calmette Guerin. 

When Dr. Wade was Carville 
ing Thanksgiving week were priv- 
ileged interview him. Naturally our 
lead question was, “What about 

“At each the last three Interne- 
tional Congresses there has been one 


topic under main discussion because 
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Problem 


Wade. “At Cairo (1938) was classi- 
fication, Havana (1948) was the 
sulfones, and Madrid BCG was the 
topic Dr. Wade ex- 
plained that BCG was originally de- 
veloped vaccine immunize chil- 
dren tubercular parents against 
bercolosis. BCG vaccination 
both innocuous and ben- 
eficial protecting againt tuberculosis 
and since there certain relation be- 
tween the germ tuberculosis and the 
Hansen’s bacillus, was decided try 
against Hansen’s disease, 

“Early results proved heartening,” Dr. 
Wade stated. “It soon appeared that 
when persons exposed leprosy were 
vaccinated with BCG they tended 
develop increased resistance, During 
1952 the vaccine was tried mass 
scale Sao Paulo, Brazil. this mass 
experiment, total 1,300 contacts 
were vaccinated with BCG and 3,000 
were not vaccinated. the period 
observation, which was less than year, 
only those vaccinated, only .56 
percent developed the disease and even 
these had only mild form. Among 
the 3,000 not vaccinated during the 
same period 150 percent developed 
the disease, times more than those 
vaccinated, and their lesions were not 


the benign form,” 


Dr. Wade cautioned, vaccine, 
course, not magic and cannot ex- 
pected wipe out the disease entirely. 
does appear, however, that offers 
real hope reducing the incidence 
the disease. hope the next time the 
International Congress meets India 
(1958) that have real answer. 
More work needs done with BCG,” 
added. 

Discussion BCG led our inquir- 
ing about the vaccine discovered Sis- 
ter Marie Suzanne, also reported 
Madrid, which has received considerable 
publicity. Dr. Wade seemed very favor- 
ably impressed with Sister Marie Suz- 
anne’s findings and because her report 
has created quite stir, review Sis- 
ter Marie Suzanne’s work appears else- 
where this issue, 

Hopeful Therapy 

Speaking therapy, Dr. Wade com. 

mented the picture has changed from 


one hopelessness hope because 


the new drugs. agreed that the sul- 
fones are still considered “the treatment 
choice” all over the world. But, 
observed, the pendulum 
swings too far one way the other. 
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Now know what the sulfones can 
and what they can’t do. are still 
looking for faster acting drugs.” 

‘We asked Dr. Wade thought 
sulfone therapy reduced the infectivity 
the disease, “Pure speculation,” 
answered. disease low infec- 
tivity and the infectiousness in- 
dividual depends upon the number 
active bacilli that discharges. 
don’t know what proportion the ba- 
cilli are alive and could infect others.” 
thought the sulfone drugs arrest 
hinder the growth the bacteria and 
Dr, Wade referred their action 
“bacteriostatic.” While their action 
seems slow bacteriologically, the 
sulfones have proved effective clinic- 
ally that Dr. Wade discussing research 
had this say: “In certain respects 
afraid the time short because 
the new drugs, getting difficult 
find patients with nodules get suf- 
ficient material for the lepromin anti- 
gen test prognostic test) and that 
not only one place but everywhere.” 

The new anti-tuberculosis drugs, iso- 
nicotinic hydrazides, INH, which 
have also been tried HD, Dr. Wade 
dismissed “useless.” 


Dr. Wade member the 
Health Organization’s “Expert Panel 
Leprosy” and served chairman 
committee from this panel, when 
met Brazil November, The 
first report this committee print 
and being widely circulated. About 
the members the panel met 
again Madrid discuss certain plans 
that are under way, Dr. Wade reported. 

The international leader was reticent 
about estimating the number cases 
the world. placed the figure 
between three and five million and 
would not even guess the per- 
centage under treatment but said “less 
than certainly.” 


were reminded Dr. Wade that 
the ILA “something paper.” has 
set up, such the American Medical 
Association. sponsors the 
Journal, which published with the 
aid the Leonard Wood Memorial. 
were not for the Journal, and there 
would Journal except for the 
Leonard Wood Memorial. Our only ac- 
tivity set these international 
emphasized that the 
congresses are single events, with 

—continued next page 
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Leader 


continuing organization any kind 
their decisions and resolu- 
tions, 


About one-third Dr. Wade’s time 
given editing the Journal. at- 
tempt bring under one cover 
etion about leprosy from all over the 
world, making truly international,” 
Wade. The circulation the 
Journal about 800. Two issues the 
appeared this year, 
third now being printed 
fourth issue will contain the reports 
the Madrid Congress which Dr, Wade 
hes been busy assembling. 

Dr. Wade gave THE STAR permis- 
sion print the report the Social 
Aspects Committee before appears 
the Journal saying, all, this for 
the public and the sooner the public 
can read about it, the better.” 

leaving Carville, Dr. Wade 
stopped New Orleans confer with 
Dr. Huldah Bancroft, assistant editor 
the Journal and professor 
statistics the Tulane University Med- 
ical School. The Journal printed 
Tulane University Press. 


Homeward Bound 


week’s vacation Honolulu for 
Dr. Wade turned into busman’s holi- 
day. included weekend Kalau- 
papa the Island Molo- 
kai, consultant for the Territorial 
Board Health, and day Hale 
Mohalu, near Pearl City, Oahu. Kalau- 
papa and Hale Mohalu are the Ter- 
ritory’s two communities for Hansen’s 
disease patients. The term 
disease” official the Territory 
Hawaii. The Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
(December 17, 1953) reporting Dr. 
visit noted that “refused” 
call “leprosy” Hansen’s disease. Dr. 
Wade’s uncompromising 
attitude toward terminology is, 
course, disappointing particularly 
since his example carries the weight 
authority Never-the-less 
have high admiration 
for Dr. Wade, man science, who has 
made this disease his life’s work great 
personal sacrifice. 

Career Service 

Dr. Wade returned the Culion 
Sanitarium, Palawan province, Phil- 
ippine Air Lines December 16, 
meet Perry Burgess, president 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, and Mrs 
Burgess, who are world tour 
communities. 

assignment with the Bureau 
Science, Dr. Wade first went the 
tropical diseases. 1922 requested 


transfer Culion, island isolation 
center for Hansen’s disease patients, 
some 200 miles south Manila, the 
edge the China Sea, became 
completely absorbed his work that 
has been stationed Culion ever 
since conducting research Hansen’s 
disease, and even during the harrowing 
war years Dr. and Mrs. Wade, along 
with other personnel, stuck 
posts. 


The early research work Dr. Wade 
did Culion and the beginnings the 
Leonard Wood Memorial 
linked. that time Major Leonard 
Wood was governor the Philippines. 
General Wood was deeply concerned 
about the problem Hansen’s 
and hoped eradicate from the 
lands. became interested Dr. 
Wade’s work Culion and 1925 
sent Mrs. Wade the United States 
his personal representative raise one 
million dollars research and 
increase facilities for patients. Mrs. 
Wade met Perry Burgess the U.S. and 
one might say that this first meeting 
was the actual inception the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, the only organization 
its kind this country devoted ex- 
clusively research Hansen’s dis- 
the almost three decades that 
have elapsed, scientific studies Han- 
sen’s disease, have revealed its complex- 
ities, Considerable progress has been 
made but Dr. Wade’s own words, 
“There still much don’t know, 
that don’t feel awfully proud 
what have learned.” 


WHO Pamphlet Availabl 


The first report the “Expert Com- 
mittee Leprosy” which reference 
was made the preceding page was 
published September, 1953, the 
World Health Organization. This 28- 
page printed pamphlet 
treatise representing the collective views 
available twenty-cents per copy 
the U.S. from Columbia University 
Press, International Documents Service, 
2960 Broadway, New York 27, N.Y. Our 
foreign subscribers may write Sales 
Section, Palais des Nations, Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

World Health Organization spec- 
ialized agency the United Nations 
and represents the culmination ef- 
forts establish single inter-govern- 
mental health agency and expert advis- 
ory panels and committies are essen- 
tial part the machinery WHO. 
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The Story BCG 


The story BCG had its beginning 
1908 Lille, France, where two 
French scientists, Dr. Albert Calmette 
and Dr, Alphonse Guerin, began experi- 
ments with the tuberculosis bacillus, dis- 
covered Robert Koch 1889, The 
task Calmette and Guerin set for them- 
selves was develop strain the 
bacillus which would not viruleni. 
Such strain would have power 
cause the disease but could used 
vaccine give specific immunity. 

After years patient work Lille, 
Calmette and Guerin found that their 
tests with animals showed promise 
success. World War intervened but 
Calmette was able flee Paris with 
his precious strain bacillus, con- 
tinued work there, and later the 
Pasteur Institute Saigon, Indo-China, 
until the vaccine which bears his name 
with that his original collaborator, 
was last perfected. 

World War Tuberculosis, Unit- 
ported that after exhaustive tests 
horses and cows BCG was given chil- 
dren Russia, Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark. 

Following World War II, Denmark 
and Norway realizing that their popu- 
lations weakened war and 
tion might become prey widespread 
tuberculosis, vaccinated the most ex- 
posed groups their populations with 
Sickness and death rates from tu- 
berculosis dropped 70%. coun- 
tries where BCG vaccine was not ad- 
ministered tuberculosis was almost epi- 
demic. 

Since then World Health Organiza- 
tion and the United Nations Interna- 
tional Children’s Emergency Fund went 
work each their field, Internation- 
procedures for the use BCG 
prophylaxis for tuberculosis have been 
set and testing and vaccination 
program Europe has been carried out 
under what known the Internatio::- 
Tuberculosis campaign, May 
1953, WHO report stated the death 
rate from tuberculosis had been cut 
half since the war new methods 
prevention. special WHO report said 
one the most sensational develop- 
ments ever recorded the field pub- 
lic 

The BCG should have spec- 
ial significance for all those interested 
the problem Hansen’s disease since 
appears that BCG may also 
effective measure the control Han- 
disease, particularly, where there 
high incidence the disease areas 
such Brazil, Thailand, India, Burma, 
and other countries. 
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Hansen’s Disease-- Challenge Medical Historians 


Facts Fables? 
Raphael Brown, 
Senior Reference Assistant, Library Congress 
Washington, D.C. 


Hansen’s disease offers striking chal- 
lenge not only public health author- 
ities, laboratory researchers, social wel- 
fare workers, and missionaries but also 
medical historians. can truthfully 
said that the confusion surrounding 
our knowledge the history this dis- 
ease equal only the confusion and 
misinformation concerning the disease 
which exists among the public large. 
And can add that definitive clari- 
fication the historical facts would 
major contribution toward healthier 
and more scientific understanding 
the true nature this illness through- 
out the world today. 

These reflections are inspired the 
latest article which tries explore this 
labyrinth, Mr. Berton Roueche’s 
Lonely Road,” which appeared The 
New Yorker for October 17, 1953. One 
might expect find, even popular 
magazine article, some elementary cau- 
tion when such obscure 
described 300,000 readers. But evi- 
dently the author did not encounter 
his research any the several import- 
ant articles written the last ten years 
which have least questioned, not 
disproved, some the basic 
tions about so-called leprosy ancient 
and medieval times which are glibly 
repeated standard textbooks and en- 
cyclopedias, would indeed seem that 
misstatements about Hansen’s disease 
are more contagious than the bacillus it- 

Mr. Roueche informs that “in the 
opinion most medical historians” 
called lepraphobia largely attribut- 
able the Heaven-sent the 
disease that Moses communicated the 
children This statement im- 
mediately raises least two fundamen- 
tal questions: was the Zaraath bib- 
lical “leprosy” the same Hansen’s dis- 

ease; and was the “dread” 
based the idea contagion? Perhaps 
the editors The New Yorker—and 
that matter many encyclopedias and 
medical reference works—would sur- 
prised learn that over thir- 
scientific studies so-called “leprosy” 
ish, Protestant, and agnostic medical 
scholars discloses that 
large majority agree that the Bock 
Leviticus does not describe and 
the aversion inculcated therein toward 
the person with zaraath was not based 
its contagiousness but very spec- 
ial concept ritual 


potent the hypnotic influence fa- 
bles when repeated supposedly scien- 
tific students that sometimes won- 
der whether these writers have ever read 
Leviticus carefully. clear enough 
anyone who will without being 
prejudiced his probably inaccurate 
conception “leprosy” that 
lical text deals with mild scaly dis- 
order that was curable and neither fatal 
nor particularly disfiguring. There 
also complete absence any 
tion the two most obvious secondary 
symptoms HD: anesthesia ab- 
sorption the extremities. hard 
imagine more perfect example the 
confusion that can wrought using 
the same word for two more basically 
dissimilar diseases. 

After charging Moses with being “the 


turns the thorny subject the origin 
Enter what may another 
fable: the alleged Egyptian origin so- 
called leprosy. The fact that the evi- 
dence slight that ten years ago Dr. 
John Lowe wrote his valuable “Com- 
ments the History Leprosy” 
India, 15, 1943, reprinted 
Leprosy Review, 18, 1947, 54-64, 
that “we have definite proof that 
leprosy was common even known 
ancient Egypt.” Mr. Roueche not 
aware that, Dr. Lowe demonstrates, 
the alleged reference this disease 
the Ebers Papyrus has been challenged 
and disproved, thus exploding another 
hoary fable. quite possible, not 
provable, that the disease originated 
Asia, for Dharmendra has shown 
that “the ancient literature other 
country contains such authentic and 
such complete description 
(International Journal Leprosy 15, 
1947, 430). 

when Mr. Roueche comes 
early Christian times that reveals not 
merely faulty scholarship but most 
unscientific bias. his opinion, “lepra- 
phobia and Christianity are closely 
linked.” would more truthful and 
fair say that lepraphobia was inex- 
tricably linked with the spread so- 
called leprosy over Western Europe, but 
love for its victims—and Christianity 
are closely linked. Roueche’s only 
reference the millenium relatively 
advanced practical assistance given 
cynical and sneering remarks about the 
negative measures taken ecclesiastical 
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and civil authorities protect society 
against disease which was then con- 
sidered fatal, incurable, 
contagious. dismisses the large num- 
asylums being exclusively for 
the well-to-do, fine example histor- 
ical libel and inconsistency, since 
quotes the (questioned) figure 19,000 
such institutions. One cannot help won- 
dering why failed give the other 
side the picture, 

turn scholars who have really 
studied the social history the Middle 
Ages, including course non-Catholics. 
what find? Here are few lines 
which are typical, Writing “The 
Drama Medieval Leprosy” The 
Antiquarian, new series 1910, 47- 
52, the English medievalist Walter Shaw 
Sparrow shows that “the State never 
tried protect (victims HD) from 
wrong violence,” but that “church- 
men interfered many times put 
end the pitiless treatment (pa- 
tients) secular authorities, but little 
real good was done until lazar halls were 
founded the clergy.” Mr. Roueche 
the famous special Mass for victims 
so-called leprosy was merely addi- 
tional mortification introduced the 
church.” the historian, 
was, like much the legislation the 
times, compromise between the kind- 
ness church discipline and the peo- 
ple’s Summing his conclu- 
sions, Mr. Sparrow states that “every 
fact connected with leprosy helps 
understand with sympathy the social 
heart medieval life.” 

The writer and the editor The 
New Yorker evidently believe that 
nossible write about so-called leprosy 
the Middle Ages without much 
mentioning this constructive assistance 
the church protect the 
victim from society and alleviate his 
suffering. The fact that cavalcade 
christian heroes set powerful example 
giving personal care patients too 
insignificant warrant mention, far 
The New Yorker concerned, St. 
Martin Tours, St. Francis Assisi, 
St. Elizabeth Hungary, St. Louis, St. 
Basil, St. Patrick, among many 
say nothing Father Damien—la- 
bored vain. And yet practically all 
historians nursing refer the work 
some them with so- 
called leprosy. 

All which brings right back 
the deplorable lack thorough, scien- 

—continued next page 
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Challenge —cont’d 


tific (i.e. fair) study the history 
called leprosy. Here magnificent 
subject awaiting worthy treatment 
competent scholar. Such work would 
clear once and for all the important 
problems the origin the disease, 
its spread from Egypt India 
eastward and westward, the confusion 
surrounding biblical the trag- 
change name from elephantiasis 
Graecorum the splendors 
shadows the disease called 
medieval times, the factors resulting 
its sudden decrease Europe, the 
little explored history the disease out 
side Europe since the Middle Ages, 
and the modern period increasing 
progress since Father Damien attracted 
the attention the world this major 
affliction. 

medical historian should 
take this fascinating task, the writer will 
glad place his disposal large 
bibliography the subject which 
has collected, 

Let hope that within few 
THE STAR will carry review 
definitive scholarly history Hansen’s 
disease throughout the world, Then 
last the textbooks and reference works 
and popular writers and editors will 
longer have excuse for perpetuating, 
myths and fables about this disease. 


Auxiliary Aids Research 


Some $75,000 has been contributed 
the Leonard Wood Memorial 
American Legion Auxiliary during 
past eight years for research 
sen’s disease. The contributions were 
made more than 1,000 Units the 
Auxiliary throughout the country. 

This information was found 
article Mr, Perry Burgess, 
the L.W.M., appearing the 
tional News, publication 
American Legion Auxiliary 
1953). Mr. Burgess said, 
ant the Secretary War, was 
port what had happened, during 
the war, the eight Hansen’s disease 
colonies the Islands. invitation 
stopped off Chicago address 
Convention the American Legicn 
Auxiliary. the close the 
was presented with two checks 
$16,000.... Participation Hansen’s dis- 
ease research did not cease with the 
gift that first 

Mr. Burgess commended the Auxilia- 
for its generous help and said, “It 
hope that your powerful 
tion will continue ally itself with the 
effort discover, medical 
how cure and prevent the spiead 
this illness,” 


Impressions the Madrid 


Sister Hilary Ross, Biochemist 
Public Health Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 


More than 700 people attended the 
formal opening session the Madrid 
Congress, held beautiful 
ium comparable ours the 

The session was presided over His 
Excellency Dr. Jose Palanca, Director 
General Health and Sanitation foi 
the Government Spain. gave 
wonderful feeling know that 
many peoples from all parts the 
world are united fight not bloody 
battle, but battle against disease, 
which one has conquered, but which 
each nation trying learn how 
conquer. Forty-seven countries were rep- 
resented, with Spain leading with more 
than members, Brazil 44, and the 
US. 27. 


Although all subjects were discussed, 
the leading topics were Epidemiology, 
Therapeutics, Immunology, 
tion and Social The time limit 
for the reading each paper was ten 
minutes which did not give sufficient 
time for the translators get over 
since they were not familiar with medi- 
cal terms, hence great deal was lost. 
Another drawback was that other ac- 
tivities were going the same time 
the sessions, that number pa- 
pers were missed especially those 
laboratory investigations. The highlight 
this Congress seemed the ad- 
vance that has been made the last 
five years with BCG vaccination 
against leprosy. 
The experience many workers has 
been that the administration BCG 
healthy individuals with negative lep- 
romin reaction causes change this 
age the individuals. (Note: The lep- 
romin reaction similar that the 
tuberculin testing and though not spec- 
ific does give some idea the resistance 
the individual towards the disease.) 
However, the members the Immun- 
ology Committee feel that much work 
should carried out with BCG before 
advocating this test for general use 
campaigns and—or epidemiological sur- 
the opinion that BCG vac- 
cination those exposed the infec- 
tion does not remove the necessity for 
minimizing contact between open cases 
and healthy persons particularly chil- 
dren. are still not sure that BCG 
vaccination gives immunity leprosy. 
BCG does increase tissue sensitivity 
Leprae and therefore gives the de- 
fenses the body better chance 
overcoming the infection. 


The entire week the Congress was 
premeated with spirit that 
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glad that had attended. was im- 
pressive meet representatives from 
many different countries, who have the 
same problem and are working towards 
the same goal spite differences 
available working facilities. All are help- 
ing contribute our increased know- 
ledge and have been generous mak- 
ing their knowledge available other 
workers the field. 

During the Congress were priv- 
ileged have one session the Trillo 
leprosarium. This rather recently built 
hospital accomodating 350 patients, 
like most leprosariums, many miles from 
any medical center. modern and 
well equipped. community nuns 
from Madrid take care the nursing 
and administrative work aided 
tients, who are remunerated for their 
services. 

After the Congress flew Lisbon 
visit the leprosarium Tocha the 
north Portugal. This very mod- 
tients with two buildings under con- 
struction for additional 300 cases. 
The buildings are scattered throughout 
pine forest and the sisters get around 
them bicycles. The patients are 
housed similar those Trillo with 
the exception that the working patients 
live separate buildings, 
ment modern and the institution 
ciedit Portugal. were privileged 
spend two days there, 

After week Portugal including 
visit with the former Queen Vic- 
toria Spain, flew back Madrid, 
October 26. the 27th flew 
Barcelona, thence Rome. spent 
six days Rome, Naples and Pompeii. 
While Italy had the happiness 
living Vatican City where our Sisters 
supervise the Holy Father’s house for 
pugrims. This adjacent St. Peters 
and gave thrill pass the Vati- 
can guards each day with just salute. 
Our minute audience with Pope 
Pius XII one never forgotten. 
was his summer residence 
Castle Gondolfe and our 
sisted Navy personnel who gave him 
real hurrah cheer, Other groups were 
from Portugal, Spain and France, Since 
Our Holy Father linguist spoke 
each his native tongue. 

sailed for home from Naples, Nov- 
-ember the Saturnia. The voyage 
fourteen days included stop-overs 
Genoa, Barcelona, Gibraltar 
fax, and arrived New York 
November 14. week later were 
back Carville. had wonderful 
trip with wonderful experiences. 
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Headquarters Survey Team from 
the Public Health Service, Washington, 
D.C., headed Assistant Surgeon Gen- 
eral Hunt, Associate Chief, Bu- 
Medical Services, and Acting 
Chief, Division Hospitals, reviewed 
the functioning each operational 
unit this hospital during the week 
December 7-11, 1953, using the group 
discussion technique. According Dr. 
Gordon, our Medical Officer 
Charge, seemed not all 
pleased with the manner which the 
Carville program being carried out 


and had few changes recommend.” 

The nine-member team 
above the stage the personnel 
theater, during one the meetings. 
Left right, front row, Mr. Joseph 
Murtaugh, Assistant Chief, Division 
Administrative Management; Medical 
sistant Chief, Division Hospitals; 
Dr. Hunt; and Mr. Joseph Hogan, 
Chief, Construction and Maintenance 
Back row, Mr. Homer Ort- 
meyer, Chief, Personnel Branch; Miss 
Eleanor Loomis, Chief, 


Medicine and Rehabilitation Branch; 
Helen McGuire, Medical 
ords Branch; Miss Elsie Berden, 
Chiet, Nursing Branch; and Miss 


Members the B.L. Spann Unit 
American Legion Auniliary, veterans 
hospitals here, and other patients, are 
looking forward the visit the 
Auxiliary’s National President Mrs. 
Harcld Burdette, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
word received irom Mrs. George 
Louisiana Dept. Secretary, the 
iate past department president, Mrs. 
James Angell, Harahan, will accompany 
Mrs, Burdette New They 
will joined here Mrs, Jerry Ash- 
ley, Crowley, department president 

* * 


more thoroughly enjoyed our com- 
munity than stage play. When that 
comedy done the Baton 
Rouge Little Theatre, directed Lee 
Edwards, our anticipation grows keener. 
We've enjoyed plays this Little 
Theatre group before and can 
wait for Sunday evening, Feb, 21. 


Dr. Schweitzer Will Use Nobe Peace Prize Build 


World-famed medical-missionary, phi- 
organist, author and lecturer, 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer, recently awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize, told the press 
that will use most the 
prize money build village good 
houses his hospital Lambarene, 
French Equatorial Africa, where has 
been working settlement for Han- 
sen’s disease patients for more than 
years. Some the money will used 
buy new sulfone drugs from 

With typical humility, the humani- 
gave credit his fellow workers 
Africa who are helping him see 
the fulfillment his life’s dream—an 
enlarged hospital and village treat 
Hansen’s disease patients. 

statement, issued from Lambe- 
rene, Dr. Schweitzer said, “As 
stand it, owe this distinction (the 
Nobel Peace prize) the fact hav- 
ing introduced into the thought our 
times the notion respect for life. 
convinced that this idea will con- 
tribute the growth spirit which 
will permit men and peoples achieve 
spiritual and moral civilization 
which the peace, which all aspire 
toward and which the future human- 
ity depends on, can assured.” 
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Asked whether had any thoughts 
retiring, leaving Africa, the 78- 
year-old “minister mercy” replied, 
cannot retire. must keep active.” 


Additional Aid 


Dr. Schweitzer, who has been called 
“the greatest genius modern civiliza- 
tion,” and living legend,” gave 
distinguished career Europe de- 
vote his life working with pa- 
tients Africa. addition the No- 
bel Peace Prize, Dr. Schweitzer 
ceiving valuable aid from other sources. 
are indebted Hollywood’s Hedda 
Hopper for human interest story from 
her column November 20, 1953, 
“Marian Preminger, former wife Di- 
rector Otto Preminger, has just received 
$48,000 back alimony from her for- 
mer husband. around December 
she’s leaving for Africa with crates 
and medicines for Dr. Schweitzer, 
she did year ago. Included will 
medicine for 500 persons suffering from 
been. promised enough for daily in- 
for each member for three 

asked Marian, who loves luxury al- 
most more than any girl know, how 
she could give all and this 
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primitive spot the world. Her answer 
was, you can sit table and 
talk living saint, why waste your 
time ordinary people?’.... Reaching 
him will require hours flying; 
then she’ll take canoes and jeeps for the 
remainder the way. Marian has wor- 
shipped Schweitzer ever since she heard 
his story.... There another reason 
fo. Marian’s journey Africa, She’s 
writing the story Schweitzer’s life and 
calling “The 13th 

nurse the staff Dr. Schweitz- 
er’s hospital Lambrene for the last 
years, Miss Emma Haussknecht, arrived 
the U.S. November 13, for lec- 
ture tour help raise additional funds 
for the institution, 

Miss Haussknecht said that when she 
Lambrene, Dr. Schweitzer was work- 
ing hours day with native work- 
men erecting buildings the village. 
The natives, now living bamboo huts, 
ceme Dr. Schweitzer’s hospital 
the news new miracle drugs had been 
among the tribes the area. 

Miss Haussknecht the U.S, 
the invitation the Albert Schweitzer 
Fellowship New York City. She ex- 
pected visit Carville the latter part 
January. 


Get Garville Close-up 


Report Social Aspects 
(V1 International Congress Leprosy Madrid, Oct. 3—10, 1953) 


Preamble 


For many years has been increasing- 
recognized that the psychological fac- 
tors involved any disease, and espec- 
ially chronic one, are importance 
the treatment the patient. This 
true with leprosy, ailment 
which for centuries has been feared and 
abhorred. 

This Committee considers import- 
ant that the Congress, while 
ing the difficulty making detailed 
recommendations because the widely 
divergent conditions existing differ- 
ent countries, shall approve—in general 
terms—remedies for those factors which 
play important part the emotion- 
state the leprous patient, not, 
after all, prejudice—growing out ig- 
norance the true nature the dis- 
ease the part the patient’s family, 
friends and neighbours—which causes 
him feared and shunned, and 
which thus most deeply 
siate mind? And this same state 
mind causes him, far too often, hide 
his identity behind false name, even 
when his own honourable and re- 
one, and even fear present 
himself for treatment, 


The few proposals which this Com- 
mittee now makes are offered the 
hope that they will_be found 
tical and are made 
recognition that this prob- 
lem varies widely from country coun- 
try throughout the world. They are 
made the belief that there are certain 
factors which are universal and 
able; those have tried give ex- 
pression. Finally, they are made after 
consideration the opinions and ex- 
perience more than thousand work- 
ers the field leprosy fifty-five 
countries, 


Report 


The Committee approves 
tion the Havana Congress with re- 
gard the word “leper” and “leprosy.” 
(see addendum) 

Committee recommends that 
the Sixth International Congress ap- 
plaud and encourage efforts now being 
made for the rehabilitation the pa- 
tient with leprosy, and particular the 
programme education for layman and 
physicians regard the disease. 

The Committee regards gainful 
work primary importance the 
treatment and rehabilitation patients 
with each country, choice 
occupations must made according 
local circumstances. Governments and 


private institutions are urged make 
every effort guarantee work pa- 
tients discharged from institutions, 
with local public health reg- 
ulations. Vocational training should 
for those patients needing it. 
The Committee recommends that 
there little interference possible 
with the normal lives and usual occupa- 
tions leprosy patients certified lep- 
this consistent with local public health 
regulations and the patients’ own 
ical well-being. 
The Committee recommends ap- 
proval and encouragement the provi- 
sions gevernmental assistance for the 
the dependent families 
natients isolated, otherwise disabled, 
because leprosy. 
The Committee approves the care 
natients with disabilities perma- 
nent deformities special institutions, 
that the atmosphere among patients 
who are not disabled deformed 
will not have unfavourable influ- 
ence, 
institutions for social relief, 
and those institutions which are collab- 
orating with the governments 
vent. cure control leprosy, should 
receive much assistance from their 
government consistent with com- 
the public health laws 
the country. 

Social Assistance Committee 
existing laws all countries brought 
up-to-date and raised the same level 
modern concepts that are the 
basis our present prophylactic cam- 

Addendum 

With regard paragraph the above 

report, the decisions the Havana Con- 


were, briefly: 

That the use the term aban- 
doned favour “leprosy patient” (or the 
any language, which unpleasant associa- 
tions are attached should discouraged; 
but that “the term ‘leprosy’ should re- 
tained the scientific designation for the 
disease.” 


that the use any such term, 


The Committe Social Aspects was 
follows: Mr. Perry Burgess, 
chairman, Dr. Salozar Leite, secre- 
tary, and Drs. Luis Arguello Pett, Harry 


Arnold, Felix Contreras, Hem- 


Maldonado Romero, Mar- 
tinez Kleiser, and Etienne 
members. 
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From our viewpoint there glaring 
inconsistency this report, construc- 
tive most other respects. How 
can the recommend remedies 
eliminate the unwarranted social 
when the same time they them 
selves the “Preamble” are still think- 
ing terms pa- 
tient.” That word, possible, has even 
viler connotations attached than 
its close relative the odious five-letter 
which the Havana Con- 
resolution recommended aban- 
Sampies: “The leprous wall 
love horror—my first 
scene will most appallingly morbid— 
for virgins” etc, (This 
last from recently published 
interview with author whose book 
filmed.) branding the patient 
the committee itself contra- 
dicts its own 
the Havana Congress resolu- 
tion. This resolution states that “the 
berson suffering from the disease des- 
ignated ‘leprosy patient’.” boils down 
what have said repeatedly. my- 
cobacterial disease, admitted the au- 
thorities one low infectivity, 
not labelled with histori- 
cal misnomer, completely dominated 
the emotions, “prejudice growing oul 
ignorance the true nature the 
disease” etc., etc:, (see Premble) 
corrected. Sample again: August, 
1953, the case World War vet- 
evan, sent this hospital from Florida, 
the endemic states, produced 
pers reported county health officer 
saying, health department would 
‘rather not say’ this time how the 
man would transported Carville,” 
declined give the man’s name 
the basis such information might tend 
“mass etc. etc, 

The Committee’s eight recommenda- 
tions indicate progress along 
tarian and more liberal lines 
are good far they go, realizing that 
the Congress, its sponsor, the “Inter- 
national Leprosy Association” has 
means implementing them. 

can not discuss each recommenda- 
tion but No. seems especially applic- 
able our own Existing Federal 
laws the U.S. with reference so- 
leprosy contain provisions for 
penal sum not exceed- 
ing should any patient vio- 
late his instructions “Restrictions 
Movement Within Reservation” Public 
Health Service (Sec. Manual Laws 
and Regulations), Existing Federal Laws 
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‘ 


also contain such words apprehen- 
sion,” and even the odious 
word “leper.” (Sec. 331 and 332). 
terminology not accord with mod- 
ern concepts. Many state laws should 
also brought up-to-date. 

there was some op- 
tects Committee Madrid and though 
this committee functioned, have the 
feeling that this the problem 
was not considered major importance. 
Out total about 150 papers pre- 
sented the Congress, only two deali 
with social aspects. One these two 
was read Dr. Eugene Kel- 
who once mean- 
statement before the New York 
Academy Sciences:“The medical pro- 
fession will never able control 
cure the disease leprosy until the so- 
cial stigma lebrosy has been eradi- 
cated, because the two are closely akin,” 


Hansenosis for Leprosy 


from the “correspondence” 
section the Journal the 
Medical Association, November 
1953, Vol. 153. No. page 1041). 

the Editor: Recently received 
letter from Mr. Stanley Stein regarding 
the the name Hansen’s 
disease supplant the word leprosy, 
Mr. Stein editor THE STAR, 
magazine published patients the 
US. Public Health Service Hospital, 
Carville, La, share the general ob- 
jection ihe use eponyms desig- 
nating diseases, However, believe less 
opprobrious term than leprosy desir- 
able providing has taxonomic accept- 
ance. 


well known, the 
generally accepted the causative agent 
leprosy acid-alcohol-fast organ- 
ism discovered Hansen, Norwegian 
physician, 1868. The biological 
acteristics this organism 
classification under the family 
teriaceae, where correctly placed 
under the genus Mycobacterium 
(Breed, R.S.; Murray, E.G.D., and 
Hitchen, A.P.: Bergey’s Manual De- 
more, Williams Wilkins Company, 
pp. 876-891). this, there can 
rational objection, The 
tionable feature, and the obstacle that 
change nomenclature, the name 
the species, which leprae. way 
around this difficulty, the name the 
species might changed from leprae 
hansenii (in honor Hansen who 
discovered the organism). The name 
the organism, then, might 
ficially The 
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disease produced this organism 
then properly be. designated hansenosis. 
This would, believe, correct 
taxonomic sense and would meet the 
objections those who, for 
reasons, dislike the name Hansen’s dis- 
ease, 

not consider what written 
bacteriologist and probably should not 
encroach the field those who are 
views are given suggestions and 
probably have occurred others, Thev 
are offered further exploration 
problem that concern many per- 
sons. Those who seek more 
regarding the origin the term 
may consult the article Lendrum 
(Am, Trop. Med., Nov. 1952), who 
considers the word leprosy barrier 
sound medical care and historical mis- 
nomer, 


William Feidman, D.V.M., D.Sc. 
Mayo Foundation, Rochester, Minn. 


are deeply indebted Professor 
Feldman, internationally distinguished 
Mayo Foundation scientist, for his pro- 
posal which even the most conservative 
traditionalists will have admit 
entifically sound and practical carry 
out. are heartened that scientist 
Professor Feldman’s standing views 
this subject with much consideration. 
Professor Feldman member the 
Medical Advisory Board the Leonard 
Wood Memorial and familiar with 
Hansenosis, although his current pro- 
posal represents his personal views only. 
has also done notable work the 
chemotherapy tuberculosis, THE 
STAR hoping gain the attention 
the Classification Committee the 
Society American Bacteriologists 
this matter, and are successful, Dr. 
John Hanks the Leonard Wood 
Research Laboratory, 
partment Bacteriology and Immun- 
ology, Harvard Medical School, Boston, 
has agreed present our point view 
and ask that considered very care- 
complete accord. —Ed. 


* * * 


The World Medical Association took note 

our efforts replace opprobious terminol- 
ogy untarnished and scientific names 
carrying the October, 1953, issue 
their Bulletin editorial “Changing the 
Words ‘Leper’ and Leprosy’.” There was 
special reference Professor Feldman’s 
The Editorial was prepared 
Gr. Morris Fishbein, one our country’s 
leading medical editorial writers. 
Dr. Fisbein wrote from London where 
was delegate W.M.A.’s First World 
Medical Education (August 
22—29, 1953). are grateful for this 
able support. 
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Dr. Jo’s Story Collier’s 
Significant Sign Progess 


Dr. Frederick Johansen’s story, 
“MY BATTLE AGAINST LEPROSY” 


told William Peiers COLLIER’S 


(January 22, 1954), our opinion 
the most important article this sub- 
ject yet appear popular national 
have had number ex- 
cellent articles Hansens disease 
newspapers and magazines but none 
this one Dr. Johan- 
sen, whose twenty-nine years day-by- 
day clinical experience Carville un- 
any other physician the 
U.S. and few others the world. 

Dr. speaks with authority the 
medical side the disease, and because 
his intimate knowledge and deep un- 
derstanding the patients’ problems. 
speaks with even greater authority 
its human side, The story records 
the hopelessness yesterday’s pre- 
sulfone era, full heart-break and dis- 
appointment for doctor 
alike, the turning point hope with 
the arrestment the disease today 


cases, and Dr, Johansen’s predic- 


for tomorrow, “There will 
cure for Hansen’s disease someday—in 
lifetime, believe.” But says Dr. 
Johansen, “The greatest need now 
for cure for the public’s old and com- 
pletely discredited attitudes towards the 
and its sufferers.” 

When said “good-bye” our 
friends, Dr. and Mrs, Jo, last May, 
the impressive Remember” pro- 
their honor, were sure that 
tho’ retirement had officially terminated 
Dr, Jo’s Carville duty, would contin- 
faithfully serve cause with which 
his name indelibly His en- 
lightening article, reaching Collier’s 
3.866,600 readers will vast amout 
progress our educational 

Coilier’s has done more for this edu- 
cational campaign than any other na- 
tional Dr. Johansen’s story 
the third informative article they have 
published Hansen’s disease recent 
years. 


* * * 


Radio Station WWL, New Orleans, 
focused attention Dr, Jo’s story 
with timely broadcast Jill 
Jackson the evening January 
always ready help, carried 
tclephone interview with Dr. Jo, who 
was his home Long Beach, Miss- 


very helpful our work re- 
renewals prior expiration. Your 
expiration date beside your name 
issue. 


Addressing the plenary session the 
Conference Christian 
Work” convened the Brit- 
ish Mission and the American Missions 
Lucknow, India, (Nov. 7-16, 1953) 
Rai Kumari Amrit Kaur, the Union 
Minister, spoke feelingly the 
now attached sufferers from 
(so-called). The Minister said, 
“It the utmost importance that 
leprosy patients should not made 
from feeling inferiority... 
the patients themselves alone could 
help rectify attitude 
the community should change 
social ostracism which they are 
jected should disappear altogether....We 
India have given the use the 
word ‘leper,’ feel carries with 
the stigma outcast and this 
tradition which must banished 
our minds.” 

The delegates the Lucknow Con- 
ference, first its kind ever held 
international scope, were wel- 
comed Minister Health, U.P., Mr. 
Gupta, who said, “Here India, 
and think many other 
well, leprosy not merely medical 
problem, but also closely touches num- 
her vital socio-economic questions and 


superstitions 
dices.” Mr. Gupta paid beautiful trib- 
ute Mahatma Gandhi, “....the ideal 
service that set for towards the 
patients this disease still before our 
eves. Let all serve that ideal and 
forward his message love and serv- 
ice towards our brethern, who have 
fallen victim this disease rousing 
public consciousness for eradicating it.” 


his announcement the Lucknow 
gathering, Mr. Donald Miller, Gen- 
eral Secretary the British Mission, 
meaningfully, “The 
value good conference what 
issues from it.” the Report the 
Medical Committee and the Recommen- 
dations the Committee Spiritual 
and Social Affairs may taken 
criteria what issued from Lucknow, 
then Mr. Miller, who conceived the idea 
such conference, and his colleagues 
might well take bow. 


Through the courtesy Raymond 
Currier, Executive Secretary Ameri- 
can Missions, Inc., who attended the 
Conference, and Gene Phillips, the Mis- 
sions’ Publicity Director, THE STAR 
was furnished early copies these re- 
ports and feel they are extremely 
valuable and informative. regret 


Lucknow Conference “Lasting Value” 


space limitations not permit 
them but shall from time 
time bring you excerpts. 

tion was particular interest 
this subject has been under 
Carville for these many years, The 
recommendation said, part, 
“Rehabilitation should begin soon 
patient comes into the institution, 
evaluation his capabilities, poten- 
tialities and medical prognosis. Those 
responsible should evaluate the 
bilities the patient’s rehabilitation 
program, realizing that such training 
must progressively graded and con- 
tinued long the patient remains 
the institution. 

“When the patient ready for dis- 
charge, Community and government 
must recognize that they have 
uing responsibility for him that their 
assistance required putting the 
dividual back into useful community 

Selected copies THE STAR, for 
display Lucknow, were flown In- 
dia way Texas, through the cour- 
tesy Forest Eisenbise, regional 
retary, Southwestern Area, American 
Missions, and Mrs, Dallas. 


Differing Viewpoints Epidemics and Climate 


Our regular readers will probably 
remember that THE (Sept. 
1953) carried original paper Dr. 
which proposed the hypothesis “Lep- 
symptom dietary deficiency and not 
infectious disease) 

chemist, who commented Dr. Gay’s 
paper our request (STAR-Nov. 1953) 
agreed that the paper was “well-planned 
and thought out” but Sister was the 
opinion that Dr. Gay’s hypothesis did 
not fit into the picture. Sister Hilary 
touched points other than those re- 
these points (epidemics 
differ and wish put our oar. 
Sister Hilary referred “real epidem- 
ics” the Middle Ages and our 
the Middle Ages, the “real epidem- 
was not one disease but epi- 
demic many diseases and 
for this fact more generally rec- 
ognized, During the Middle 
tically everything but the kitchen sink 
was called “leprosy.” According the 
eminent medical historian, Lt, Gen. Sir 
William MacArthur, host skin con- 


ditions and other diseases such 
honic plague and smallpox, all went un- 
der the name “leprosy,” but what- 
ever the nature these diseases they 
were not the specific disease mis-called 
that name today. 


Modern medical literature and popu- 
lar books not infrequently refer the 
“exceptional history leprosy the 
Island Nauru” (in the Central Paci- 
fic). disease swept Nauru like 
epidemic” (in the early Com- 
menting the Nauru incident, Brit- 
ish authority Sir Leonard Rogers spoke 
“the spread leprosy appall- 
ing degree, following the debilitating 
effects outbreak influenza com- 
bined with deficient Rogers re- 
ports 365 persons the en- 
tire population) showing “clinical 
signs The any 
mention bacteriological examinations 
conspicuous, and because the prev- 
alence scores other skin conditions 
the Central Pacific, clinical signs and 
symptoms could have been, 
«bly were misinterpreted many cases. 
Rogers’ account and other reports 
the literature the Nauru incidcut, 
all which differ somewhat figures, 


’ 
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there little doubt but that the 
tistics were exaggerated and consequent- 
the “exceptional history” not accu- 
“In our day,” there have been cases 
sent Carville with clinical symptoms 
suggestive Hansen’s disease, but 
confirmed bacteriological findings. 

are reluctant differ with Sister 
Hilary, one our favorite people and 
whom usually turn for advice 
matters scientific, but another 
ment her comments bares discussion, 
climate. Sister said, 
experience Carville, patients whe 
have gone which ‘leprosy’ 
not prevalent, have become far more ac- 
tive than they ever were while Car- 
ville.” Some few, yes, but means 
all, and among these few there were 
complicating eco- 
nomic, and otherwise. not have 
actual statistics prove our point but 
correspondence and other sources 
know the majority Carville pa- 
tients who have gone northern cli- 
mates have improved considerably, dra- 
matically. Rogers and other authorities 
that hot, humid, climate (such 
1ally conducive more severe type 
Hansen’s disease. 
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Sister, Microbe, Great Hope 


Professor Penso, Rome, Ecclesia 
Translation Ortiz, S.M. 


Abridged from the Condensation Marist 
Mission, October-November, 1953 

the twenty-five years (1909-1954) 
Sister Marie Suzanne, the Missionary 
Sisters the Society Mary, spent 
Makogai, the Hansen’s 
ment Fiji, one particular fact at- 
tracted her attention: putting 
ized piece tissue from patient 
test-tube and leaving 
months, the Hansen’s bacilli the tis- 
sue seemed increase. 

Sister Marie Suzanne continued her 
research the St, Louis Hospital 
Paris, where there were some 
tients, and the Pasteur Institute, and 
later clinic Lyons. Adjoining the 
clinic and close the Catholic Univer- 
sity Lyons she organized the present 
research laboratory. 

One the patients the clinic was 
missionary, Father Chauvire, who had 
contracted Hansen’s disease Africa. 
offered himself “guinea pig.” 

One the pieces infected tissue 
taken from him, after months incuba- 
tion test-tube, decomposed into 
many particles which contained larger 
amount the Hansen bacilli than was 
present when the tissue had been taken 
from the patient. 

The Sister found herself confronted 
with the same phenomenon she had ob- 
served earlier the primitive labora- 
tory This time, however, 
she was more fortunate, because, after 
many months frustration and almost 
hopeless observation the particles 
sealed phial, she was rewarded 
thrilling sight. She saw subtile 
near the center the culture- 
broth. She waited patiently. 
licle spread out, invading all the surface. 
was composed exclusively 
resistant germs, resembling those the 
infected tissue. From that primitive cul- 
ture, the Sister succeeded eventually 
isolating, artificial culture, acid- 
resistant germ similar the true 
which causes Hansen’s disease, 

determine its exact species, Sister 
Marie Suzanne, through the instrumen- 
tality the French Government, 
Rome continue her research 
the Instituto Superiore Sanita, one 
the largest 1esearch institutes the 
world and the goal research workers 
from all over the globe. 

The first cycle Sister’s research has 
been finished: from the “Chauvire 
stock” she has produced 
mycobacterium, different from any hith- 
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erto cultivated, capable producing 
lesions rats. Declared species,” 
the germ has been named the Mycobac- 
marianum honor the Mar- 
ist nun. 

vaccine prepared with has 
voked healthy children positive 
Mitsuda reaction, normally shown only 
those who have overcome 
disease, indicating imparted immun- 
ity the disease. Equally hopeful 
the fact that the vaccine has changed 
the Mitsuda reaction, even grave 
ing new defense, anti-Hansen’s dis- 
ease allergy were, thus portending 
possibilities therapeutic application 
well, 

are facing facts that make 
think and hope. premature draw 
definite conclusions, for are 
the beginning. Having had the chance 
and the honor collaborating this 
research, our purpose only tell 
the story Sister, microbe, and 
great hope. 

* * * 


Sister Marie Suzanne’s work was re- 
ported the Madrid Congress 
Doctors Gate and Rousset Lyons, 
and Dr. Blanc from Cameroun, 
French Africa, according Fides, 
Italian mission news agency. Dr. Blanc 
reported 1,000 cases which the 
vaccine was used and the results were 
“enthusiastically received.” 

Further research and continued ex- 
with the vaccine are being 
conducted the Cameroons, the Sud- 
an, and New Caledonia, areas where 
endemic. 

Sister Mary Magdalena, Doctor 
Charge Hansen Home, Jamaica, also 
Marist Nun ,who was the Madrid 
Congress with Sister Marie Suzanne, has 
defined the scope the new 
“There doubt that Sister has ac- 
complished something important the 
field Hansen’s disease, but must 
remembered that there claim that 
she has isolated the ‘mycobacterium lep- 
rae’. 

Hansen’s disease, have yet 
able reproduce the disease 
man 

“The value Sister Suzanne’s 
work does not rest the outcome 
whether not proves the ba- 
cilli Hansen. fact, the bacilli Sis- 
ter has isolated has been named the 
‘Mycobacterium marianum’. 
tical importance her discovery lies 
the fact that from Sister Suzanne’s 
culture vaccine has been obtained for 
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Hansen’s disease just BCG 
vaccine used for prevention TB. 
other words, may now possible 


vaccinate against Hansen’s disease.” 
* * * 


view the preliminary success 
with BCG tuberculosis vaccine) 
protective agent against Hansen’s dis- 
éase, would seem vaccine prepared 
stock would more specific, —Ed. 


Worthy Deeds Their Monuments 


Mr. Eversley Childs, industrialist and 
philanthropist, one-time chairman 
the board the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial, died his home New York 
City, December 20, the age 87. 

Mr. Childs was personal friend 
General Leonard Wood and generous 
contributor the Wood Memorial. 
gave $180,000 building research 
and treatment station for Hansen’s dis- 
ease Cebu, Philippines, This station 


bears the name the donor. 


Dr. Martin Engman, 84, former Clin- 
ical Professor Dermatology Wash- 
ington University, and practicing der- 


‘matologist for years St. Louis, 


died his home suburban LaDue, 
October 12. 

Dr. Engman had life-long 
Hansen’s disease having made some 
special studies under the great 
Professor Unna Hamburg, 
when Congress was considering the Dill 
(S. 4086) establish national hospi- 
tal provide for the care and treat- 
ment persons with Hansen’s disease, 
Dr. gave vigorous testimony 
behalf this bill before the 
Committee Public Health. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 
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* 
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serve you any time 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


BATON ROUGE 


Jottings 


Joey 


Perhaps one the happiest Christ- 
mases this one 1953, Strange, 
you might say, with the threat depor- 
tation hanging over head. isn't 
the burdens and difficulties along the 
road life which makes discourag- 
ing heartbreaking for the yoke 
made lighter others extend 
helping hand ease the weight 
one’s shoulder. constant source 
way people everywhere have given 
their time and effort “make yoke 
sweet.” Take for example the “Joey 
Campaign” which the Baton Rouge 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club Take the syndicated col- 
umn, “Pitching Horseshoes” 
Rose which appeared several papers 
all over the United States December 
timely date gladden and bright- 
urged everyone “pitch 
for me. Why doing this for some- 
one does not know? not because 
wants lighten yoke and re- 
assure the goodwill men? Mr. 
Rose has deep gratitude. But 
Rose not the only one who wanted 
place shining star Christmas 
tree. There Nixon Denton the 
Cincinnati Times-Star, who devoted 
full column his paper calling upon 
the 37th Division Association “not 
boot its chance smooth the way for 
Joey.” His plight was 
made John Dalton owe him 
appreciation too). Phases 
pattern memory; however two 
things are vivid: the 
body commanding officer who 
led the First Cavalry into Santo ‘Tomas 
concentration camp free the Amcri- 
can POW’s and the first plate pan- 
cakes, amber with syrup, which had 
not seen for over three years longed 
eat them, was hungry, but 
stomach couldn’t take it). Mr, Denton 
was with the First Cavalry Division. 
classic writer and real crusader. 
Can any gift equal his desire help 
me? There gift like even 
There are the wonderful 
letters and wires from James Linen 
Time, Frank Folsom RCA, Mary 
Lewis, Cincinnati, Virginia Kellogg and 
Mildred McCaffrey, Los Angeles, Sam 
Rubin, Monroe, La., and host 
magnanimity providing such won- 
derful friends, and heart moved 
tears thanksgiving! 


THE phone number Carville 1692 


Five New Hansen’s Disease Cases 
Treated Like Animals 


Recently was found necessary 
send five new cases Hansen’s disease 
down Peel Island from North Queens- 
land. These people before their tinal 
diagnosis were highly respected citizens 
their You can well imagine 
the shock they received when the 
barred railway carriage was shunted in- 
their station, the full gaze their 
many friends, who had not known they 
had Hansen’s disease. These unfortu- 
nate people were forced into this dread- 
ful wagon with right appeal 
common decency. The patients 
formed that add insult their 
injury mental cases were placed this 
dingy carriage. 

The most sordid crime the lot was 
place little boy this same carriage 
with the and mental patients. The 
boy concerned was being sent state 
home. 

This Association for the past 
years has been fighting for the rights 
are doing everything possible 
educate the peoples the true facts 
the disease, and yet with one single 
action the Queensland State Govern- 
ment can destroy all are striving for. 
The Queensland State Government 
also trying educate the peoples 
Queensland, small way, and yet 
they allow this dreaded wagon con- 
tinue its medieval odor. 

The wagon left Mayne Junction, and 
travelled Murgon take three new 
cases from Cheerburg Settlement. 
its return journey collected the 
five white patients, the mental cases, 
and the little boy for state home.. 

One these patients, boy 16, has 
opinion had Hansen’s disease 
least five nine years and, accord- 
ing the boy, received treatment 
this time, despite the fact that 
the department knew had the disease. 
cause was negative his tests, His 
clinical condition suggests that has 
had the disease for many years. Deforni- 
ity has already commenced and this boy 
should have been receiving treatment. 
ease there must some positive action 
taken have these people treated 
the very early stages. There are other 
young cases Queensland, who are not 
but have definite 
These young people could treated 
home like any other The early 
treatment would prevent deformities 
setting in. 

Hinton, Secretary 
The Relatives and Friends Association 


(Hansen’ disease) 
Brisbane, Australia 
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NEW HEARTS—NEW FACES Em- 
ory Ross collaboration with Gene 
Phillips, Friendship Press, New York 
(Cloth $2.00; Paper $1.00) 

January 1954, was the date when 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
brought the reader new slants old 
stories shut out unreasoning terror 
regarding illness once accepted 
doom but now dare. 

This book, made possible ALM, 
Inc., written its president Dr, 
Ross, and its publicity director Gene 
Phillips, had available many 
from which select excerpts for 
narrative great readability. This or- 
ganization, established 1906, works 
through sixty Protestant 
denominations and other mission boards 
maintain aid 145 settlements, clin- 
ics, and hospitals countries, where 
estimated ten million, men, women 
and children are burdened with disease 
and often disgrace. 

The authors show that practically all 
the benefits that patients 
day, are the direct results early mis- 
sionaries who traced deep spiritual in- 
fluences across established lines de- 
nomination and communion. deep 
was the tracing, that combination 
with new therapy lives and bodies have 
been made new. 

NEW FACES di- 
vided into ten chapters, plus reading 
list, with excellent and interesting illus- 
trations. One the chapters “Pills 
Not Enough” deals part with Car- 
ville. the chapter “It’s the Name that 
Hurts” readers are urged eliminate 
the odious five letter word designate 
the patient but the book throughout 
holds for dear life the historical 
misnomer designate the disease. “Lep- 
rologist Robert Cochrane and Dr, Eu- 
gene Kellersberger believe that the 
stigma attached ‘leper’ does not apply 
‘leprosy’ and that quite possible 
educate the public the fact that 
leprosy disease great interest, 
low infectivity, and that not 
associated with the repugnance and ter- 
ror with which leprosy was regarded 
the Middle Ages.” The trouble with 
such reasoning that the word “lep- 
too often brands the mind the 
the street with searing impact 
comparable red hot branding iron 
that scorches burns, and smells 
high Heaven. 


This book a-record Protestant 
Christian work, but one not 
burdened with statistics. the con- 
trary. replete with warm human in- 
terest incidents and stories and rec- 
ommended reading for the New Year. 

Mom Miller, Shreveport, La. 


January 


| 
| 


“There learned man but will con- 
fess hath much profited reading 
controversies; his senses awakened, his 
which holds more firmly established. 
logic they teach that contraries laid 
together move evidently appear; and 
controversy being permitted, falsehood 
will appear more false, and truth more 

and Diet 

THE STAR extraordinarily 
fine publication, and have high re- 
gard for the effort that you and your 
staff put forth publishing it, was 
distressed, however, recent article 
which trace elements were heralded 
the treatment brucellosis. 


Enclosed reprint report en- 
written David Berman the 
University Wisconsin, the request 
the Council Foods and Nutrition 
the American Medical Association. 
certain that you will impressed 
with the lack evidence support the 
thesis reported THE 

Charles Carpenter, M.D., 


Professor Infectious Diseases 
and Chairman the Department 


School Medicine 


University California Medical Center 
tos Angeles, California. 

Gay’s article “LEPROSY SYMP- 
POTHESIS PROPOSED,” (STAR, 
September 1953), 


Dr. Gay’s hypothesis was based 
studies Dr. William Albrecht 
the University Missouri 
disease cattle, and Brucellosis its pre- 
sumed counterpart humans. 
ing the Gay paper, Dr. Albrecht 
claims have proved that Bang’s dis- 


not infectious disease but one 
due diet deficiency, lack trace 


elements the soil which catiie 
have fed. Accordingly, Brucellosis can 
not exist clinical entity unless 
based “trace” element deficiency. 
Similarities between Bang’s disease and 
Hansen’s disease prompted Dr, 
hypothesis that HD, too, symptom 
diet deficiency. 

The Berman reprint contends thai 
available evidence does not support the 
advanced for the prophylactic 
therapeutic efficacy trace elements 
humans. Says Dr, Berman, 
claims have been based uncontrolled 
observations.” However, 
learned that Berman’s report has 
also been questioned being based 
incomtlete experimental 


Mail Bag 


and Cockroaches 
have not yet told you half 


story, will proceed make another 


contribution your mail bag. 

Why Hansen’s bacillus occur 
clumps, not singly, microscope slides? 
have never read any explanation 
this constant phenomenon, but “ovai 
bodies” seem explain the fact. 
These oval bodies occur very large 
numbers cockroaches. They are about 
the size R.B.C., and are very acid- 
fast. have many times observed them 
state actual ruptures, discharg- 
ing acid-fast bacillus bundle. What 
not why they are not 
observed more frequently human 
blood and smears. the cockroach 
that these observations have most fre- 
quently been made, and also their 
faeces, which they persist for many 
years. 

What the normal period and place 
where rupture takes place? not 
know, but important matter for 
further research. guess that rup- 
ture normally takes place the dried 
faeces, 

Dr. Ernest Muir has suggested 
that these oval bodies are merely starch 
grains, but cannot accept this view 
all, have never seen starch grains break 
into material all resembling small 
rods. 

Sir Leonard Rogers showed great in- 
terest these bodies, and suggested 
that examination under the electronic 
microscope would disclose their true na- 
ture. This has never been done far 
hope that somebody will 
this. 

Now, where these oval bodies orig- 
inate? have seen them cockroaches 
that have been caught the bush, 
the hospital where they might have 
fed patient, and think that they 
are normal constituents certain cock- 
roaches, perhaps those cockroaches 
which are liable cause 
have never seen them any material 
other than Hansen patients and cock- 
roaches, that would appear that 
they are concerned with the disease. 
have not seen them mosquitoes 
any other type insect. 


Dr. Moiser 
P.O. Kinangop, 


Kenya, East Africa 

Dr. Moiser veteran worker the 
field Hansen’s disease having had 
more than years experience. was 
pital Southern Rhodesia for almost 
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years. Other workers have suggested 
the possibility insect vector the 
transmission Hansen’s disease but 
Moiser has stuck his theory through 
the years, defending vigorously 
articles appearing medical journals 
and talks before medical groups. -Ed. 
* * * 
Transmission 

Regarding the transmission Han- 
sen’s disease and the suggestive evidence 
pointing the one hand special 
species cockroach carrier, and 
the other hand, the suggestion that 
imbalance trace elements the area 
may deciding factor, might make 
one comment. Disease parasites are spec- 
and have life cycles fantastic 
that could easily believe both theories 
true. Your attention called 
Dr. Faust’s summary the life 
cycle the lung fluke (Pulmonary Dis- 
tomiasis) which found Cecil’s 
Medicine. The lung fluke has life 
cycle that requires pass through 


‘certain species fresh water snail and 


then certain species fresh water 
crab between infecting one human be- 
ing and another. Both the snail and 
the crab are found limited parts 
the world, which makes evident that 
they require either special climate 
else special kind food water 
supply with certain minerals present 
This merely one the para- 
sites that has life cycle that would 
make man from Mars seem very ordi- 
rary and commonplace. 


not know whether you would 
say that the cause Pulmonary 
tomiasis the fluke, the species 
snail that must pass through, the 
species crab that must pass through 
the climate and environment that 
would make possible for those inter- 
mediate hosts live! likewise feel 
regarding Hansen’s disease that 
should not reject theory because 
strain the imagination the facts 
will when they are finally discovered 
and proved! 


Frederick Lendrum, M.D., Ph.D. 
University 
College Medicine 
Chicago, 


* * * 
Cultivation 

Referring your “Early Report from 
Madrid” (STAR, Oct. 1953) about the 
“Sixth International Congress Lep- 
rosy” (Oct. the Proceedings 
the Congress are, doubt, course 
being printed, with such discussion 
has been handed in. Since attended 
the Congress with daughter, Dr. 
—continued next page 


--cont’d 


Mail Bag 


Eleanor would 
like. record some happenings which 
will not printed. The numerous 
kodachromes she threw the screen 
for all see would much costly 
reproduced the Proceedings. 
Before giving concise description 
one series her kodachromes, let 
say that official delegate the Con- 
gress who stopped see Dr. Jack- 
son few days ago and saw some her 
work first hand, stated that known 
bacillus other than 
has been known exhibit such acid- 
fest globi, Not single one the “au- 
has ever seen her work 
first-hand, nor, far know, at- 
repeat it—something she has 
done over and over again. 

Slide Female mouse which had been 
injected with one Dr. Jack- 
son’s serial cultures derived 
from the blood Hansen’s dis- 
ease patients, showing alopecia 
and ulceration after about 
months. The injected organ- 
ism was recovered 
lesion, This fulfills Koch’s pos- 
tulates. 

Slide Female child this injected 
mouse, which without having 
been injected, showed similar 
alopecia and ulceration about 
six months after birth. Same 
organism recovered 
sions. 

mouse, which without being in- 
jected, were spotted with ul- 
cerations birth. prove 
that the young were not in- 
fected during the birth process, 
sacrifice pregnant mother- 
mouse showed her unborn 
young similarly spotted 
utero. From the lesions the 
baby mice, the same 
microoragnism was recovered, 
shown slides. This shows 
vertical transmission the dis- 
ease mice. 

Controls. None the control mice, 
same lot mice the above- 
mentioned mice, showed any 
sign the illness, 
mained perfectly healthy. 

Evidently, this and other evidence 
given Dr. Jackson’s paper, made 
impression official delegate, 
who private soiree stated with much 
solemnity: one has ever cultivated 

Hansen’s bacillus, and nobody ever 

When was pointed out him 

that such attitude totally unscien- 


tific, said: “Of course, mean 
extremely unlikely.” 

Because the past one had cui- 
tured Hansen’s bacillus, the makers 
antibiotics have been resorting the 
bacillus rat leprosy, which dif- 
ferent organism, Much time and money 
have been spent experiments with 
the bacillus rat leprosy. The 
March, 1953, Vol. 21, 47), quotes 
Domagk (Nobel Laureate) saying 
“rat leprosy test for finding sub- 
stances useful the treatment lep- 
rosy.” (Medical Research Council 
Ireland, Dublin, 1951, 136). 

Since Dr. Jackson has described 
her paper, presented Madrid, the 
methods whereby any willing and com- 
petent bacteriologist can 
work and produce Hansen’s bacillus 
quantity, sufficient not only used 
for testing the value drugs, but also 
for making vaccines and antisera, all 
those having heart primarly the wel- 
fare the community and the sufferers 
from Hansen’s disease, should lose 
time looking into her work, and put- 
ting themselves official record 
saying either that they have, that 
they have not, been able repeat her 
oft-repeated results, Workers several 
countries are already preparing 
just this, and due time their results 
will forthcoming. Careful work 
needed discover and reveal the truth. 
Armchair denials and off-the cuff ful- 
minations are reply carefully 
ducted, often-repeated, and fully des- 
cribed experiments, the details which 
are available any interested scientist. 
Dr. Jackson continuing and extend- 
ing her work Hansen’s disease. 

Jerome Alexander, Sc. 


Consulting Chemist and Chemical Engineer 
New York, N.Y. 
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Oxford Medicine 


The new volume OXFORD MED- 
ICINE, Volume VIII Therapy, pub- 
lished September 1953, recognizes 
disease” the preferred term 
and the discussions therapy, are 
the final the 
siill bewildering problem how Han- 
disease transmitted referred 
to, and the comment made that, “The 
theory that the cockroach may serve 
host for the organism 
especially interesting.” This volume was 
published independently the work 
Dr. Moiser who has long been the 
foremost proponent the cockroach 
theory, 

scientist, while working the 
hospital Puerto Rico, looked for the 
Hansen’s organism various insects 
and found organism the cock- 
roaches present there that, from all ap- 
pearances, was the same the Hansen’s 
bacillus. understand this scientist 
has not published notes her observa- 
but this seems strengthen the 
theory formulated Dr. Moiser. This 
particular importance because 
neither knew the work the other 
and when independent lines evidence 
point the same direction, they should 
not lightly 

The cockroach theory has been dis- 
missed most authorities the field 
Hansen’s disease, even scoffed 
some, being without proof, with little 
evidence support its claim. 
However, may not farfetched, 
after all, when one considers the role 
insect vectors the transmission cer- 
tain other diseases and the fact that 
“cockroaches are far more numerous 
hot humid climates than under cold, 
dry conditions.” The distribution 
Hansen’s disease the world over, includ- 
ing the U.S., seems almost limited 
hot humid climates, 


EASE AND WHAT YOU CAN 
ABOUT IT” the title attractive 
pamphlet prepared the Division 
Public Health Education, Texas State 
with medical specialists 
disease. The pamphlet aims simplic- 
ity and hits the mark. has hu- 
man interest approach. moderate 
its viewpoint and modern its ter- 
minology. You don’t have live 
Texas profit from reading this pam- 
You may have copies without 
charge writing Mr. Bracy, 
Director, Public Health Education, Tex- 
State Department Austin, 
Texas, THE STAR. 
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“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are ad- 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their home semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000- 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence, What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 

* * * 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection continuously under unhygien- 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept renorting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for vears after contracting Hansen’s disease. 


tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
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